This map revisits the history of Valencia
Street from the decades when it was home
to dozens of funeral homes (mostly Irish-
owned) and when a streetcar line (domi-
nated by Irish car men) ran up the street.
Dolores Park was once a Jewish cemetery,
and Mission Dolores still houses its ceme-
tery. Along Mission and Guerrero Streets,
special funeral streetcars carried coffins all
i the way to the cemeteries in Colma. From
the early 20th century through the present,
the impacts of Irish settlers on the Mission
District and City can be seen through the
lens of the funeral industry.

Irish-owned mortuaries and funeral homes along Valencia Street are among
the most distinctive architectural imprints left on San Francisco by the Irish.
Some of the buildings still stand, and Duggan’s Funeral Service still operates
today. Businesses supporting funerals include florists specializing in funeral
arrangements. Other Irish social gathering places like the Hibernia Hall and
several bars dotted the corridor between Mission Street and Guerrero Street,
from 15th to 26th Streets, offering other locations for mourning nearby.

The concentration of undertakers within this corridor was stimulated by
the fact that after 1900, San Francisco’s deceased were to be buried outside
of the City, and the chosen locale was the unincorporated area west of San
Bruno Mountain called Colma. Starting with the Catholic Archdiocese es-
tablishment of Holy Cross Cemetery along old Mission Road, followed in
the 1880s by the new Jewish cemeteries (replacing the one that had been in
Dolores Park), by the turn of the 20th century there were more than a dozen
cemeteries in Colma, some religious or nationally identified, and several non
denominational. Later the area was incorporated as a town.

Following the route of the original 1860s-era San Francisco-San Jose railroad,
streetcar lines ran from the Mission District out to the Geneva car barn and
up Mission Street all the way past Daly City to reach the cemeteries. For a
few decades a dedicated funeral car service was provided, charging $5.00 for
a coffin and $.50 per mourner. By the 1920s, the funeral streetcar service was
discontinued as the motorized hearse took over the business.

The eventual removal in the
1940s of San Francisco’s cemeter-
ies at Lone Mountain, Calvary,
Oddfellows, and Laurel Heights
led to the reinterment of tens of
thousands of remains in mass [

graves in Colma cemeteries. ¥ [.]
Thousands of buried Catholic F il
dead at Calvary were relocated &
to Holy Cross, where the bulk of
the once burgeoning population

of Irish San Francisco now rests.

Furlera/ Car#3in Co[ma, c. 1915,
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Funeral of policeman Ed Maloney on Valencia Street, 1915. Puoro couresy San Francisco History Cenrer, SFPL
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Serving the City for 25 years, Shoping San Francisco is a unique participatory
community I\istory project Ioringing |'1istory to life in the city's streets and online. We
clefine |'1istory as a creative act in the present—we make I\istory together every cIay.

Our understanding of the past shapes our present and Iorgely determines how we live
in the future. Our outdoor wa"dng, Ioicycle, and boat tours invite San Franciscans to
revisit the oners of history hidden in ploin view. Our digitol archive at Foundsf.org of—
fers unique, complex, muIti—onerecI historical content unlike any other, and welcomes

contributions from the community.

IRISH CENTER
2025 PROJECT

5 AN FRANCISCDO

The Unitecl II"I.SI'I Cultural Center (UICC) celebrotes cmcl promotes ll‘iSI'\ culture and

heritage for the benefit of the community as a whole.

Ard-Chonsalacht na hEireann | San Francisco
Consulate General of Ireland | San Francisco

In 2021, Irelands Deportment of Foreign Aﬂairs is loroadening their celebration of Irish
culture tI‘lrougI‘l Samhain. Samhain is about I\onoring passing, and this year we are
co“ectively even more aware of loss as experienced during the panclemic.
Shaping San Francisco is the recipient of a grant from the Government of Ireland:
Emigrant Support Programme for programming in foll 2021 under the theme ofThe
Economy of Irish San Francisco: Labor, History, and Memories.

IMAGE CIIEI)I'I'S ON MAP:

San Francisco Casket Company, 1918. Photo courtesy Steve Welch.

Brown & Kennedy floral artists ad from 1925 South anar/(et/ourna[
O'Shaughnessy & Roche Funeral Directors ad from 1927 South ofMar/(et]ourna[
New funeral street car, 1905. Photo onJoI‘m Henry Mentz, courtesy SFMTAUO0335

Puoro courresy Charies Smauwoon

First e/ectricfunera[streetcar, 191.5, G[en Par/<. I
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Created for a Shaping San Francisco historical wa"dng tour

on October 23, 2021

#40 in front of Wooc![awn Cemetery in Co[ma 1942.

PHOTO COURTESY COlMA HISTORICAI. MIISEIIM.

MAP CREATED BY BEN PEASE

WITH CONTRIBUTIONS FROM SHAPING SAN FRANCISCO AND THE UNITED IRISH CUITUIIAI. CENTER (UICC)



(0010 191ud) [eININD YSLI| PpaJIU[) pue
oaspuelr, ues suideys wo.aj SUONNQLIU0D
M ‘Osedd uag Aq pajead depy

UoISSI

UOISSIN.€E L L

DN A VNN O B EYO S

s10)2211q |eJaung "0 @ AOAION
10UU0),0 B UdaIY ‘AlealgdIN ‘UsppesdIN *‘

lleH Youeig pay ay) Jo siybiuy WH

Y91 ¥0-200€
doys ssaipjew

9YIN0Y,0 T ‘MP3
£

—

N

Buipjing Airo4 01 V%

XD
%

1911BN €63 }

(VANS

A LINADI D1

90 % /) o\u\ sdodsy oI o e R L
N o = Y166 X —_————
SILHMMNVYH 3 2> 1S UI6T 661 SN Z°0 10 (1]
2 $190015) '0D) B
) ded A
Yy OP Sluus@IN'rm Ao c_nwhwowmw%o#wmmm_ﬁ%wmﬁw
1— < Z m m— M— N S %bb BAY ©SOf UBS 88G
> & weai) 39| S,IIBYSHIN
S S A 1S W86
So5 / qw. SaulT 1ed}99lls J10ISIH e
PN X uieg g9 BlousieA @ Uise 15 uesund seLa1oWa) BW|0)
e > 2%
% S81I9}aWaY 09sIouelH UBS P|O
JeJ ©jIoad 250 2 o 1S WLO
Spred Bjoadd e 5 @ soyoiny9
enpey 1o hm £
o Auoypul g n_u.w b& sade|d pue sassauisng ysu| §s
N (Ruiy) zoneyd Jese)d 0 (T sadeds Ajunwwo)
th_..o eIoUaBAGT 1S Y190 pue sassauisng 1a3y10
BNLOI elios SI9Y)IB\| pUE ‘SI9aMOo|H ‘S}ayse)
1S BIOUSIBA S(109s1@ Buipnoul sassauisng pajejay - °
] d did
1S U196 1761 ‘986 'BIOUBIeA GO | fodd
M uoIssI |L 763 ohb sio)oa1iq |esaundy ~S9WOH [esaung pue sauenyol [l
axenb |) | |S90YS s.ueAljinS Y8 ; PI0gaIM-1yns
Dol e gk 1S UiG6 ANEZDIT dVIN
PIPTIED ] UoISSIN 1063 2
3suo|440uu0),0 r'r o
S UGG L6 ‘Blous|en hwm_‘ 5 Rosiot
L = slolied [e1auny uosiapuy
1S ©pLol4 00G | L E ) o 0161 "B1oUs[eA 983 | o
1PN JlloUIED Ssied IS E R 3 ueBBng ‘WM 1S YW AdITIVAIAON &
m y7d hi ®
. ~ o (©)
0161 1S W 4163 c @ p| o | o
S —e ] ! o
soig lieaq 1S Yo W\dm £ £ 921038 |el1aund Yojam-uebbng z
©
0161 1S UG 0008 £z aEtis 0161 ‘BIOUSEA 9ET |
o) £ sionbiq \ = 5z EerT palog! UOSILIOI ' PiAeQ
y = 5'0) ¥ 1 ! 15 PIES
W & % Audedon 3 ynws 2 %u ueIoBIOD H'L §¢— il
P sl P - 9€617926 | "elousleA 28 |1 g Opereny
g F 016} BI0USEA 69 1} “S#Ajjouuos B Aysiwos 2
103 ® ue1yoo) ‘Bred L6 ‘e1oua|en 0G L1 o
1S PIEC M d 886|176 'BIOUBIEA ELL1-GOL | * 109 3 Mysiwo) T
= a |lq |[E s1019311 |e12uUnd 1P|OgaIM-1Yns 1S PUGG
o £ 8 © 8 BIPUSIEA LOLE
2% 3 g E 3 SI9MO|4 1SqIaH ¥ 9BEN 5, .
22 M S I/‘m_u_a_g 8601 i g :
m = L6 2g6 | ‘SSON UBA YINOS 9601 m. © yueg eluwiaqiHy m m
Qna.w m 1S PUGG slayeapun payun I3} m Mm m IIH & m
o voissiy 226/ (D12 & L2 1SI8LG
LDIYLSI@ =2 " 2 NQISSTI
0161 _m_n_zm_m> 126 PIQURIZAI006 =
1S3151G >__=om. » Aeg ‘/I foeuueyd s,uebeuueig
; L361 'B1oUS[EA 006
0L6 1 ‘BIouUs[eA G L6 “@F_Oom 9 >mm0_._—.—m_.-ﬂr—m.° 1S C:.ON
3WOH S,auliayje?d Juies WIUWI0JW ® Aeaigo g b |
uoIsSIN '88ET 4
s;aydoys| >
aydoisuyy oUEBAUIND areq 1
sanpuRs g uwg el por E1 e 0161 ‘UOISSIN | ¥-6EET 6561 ‘BlOUS[EA GE8 sa10[0Q 1S YUiel
IS VIONATVA GrL-IFL siowjequiy g $100311q |esoung *\‘ 10ed |BISUNY SIPIOGaIM
0D P BIEH.O ‘UBYBUOI\ ,
souupuIY ) Apery . 9E6 SIOUBIBALLL 676 ‘BIQUBIEA 04L-99L 70e8d Jo suior el FA
i i uosie\ ® Jaujuex) Heyyoo-jjoasua Anuielg Jo siiiH >{000UBH ajueID) B S|qIBIN
: | 9361 ‘BIOUS[BA 0LL ueuuaig ® soyouoq W —>
FA0pIPAN(] [Oaaun c SIon .mmmmrmmmﬁﬂwmb Mmh.mﬁm sioyoaliq |eidung [[UUO@IN ® Aueg
o ‘
apoy g Assaugineyg,0 | 2 15 0}
m s10)9311q |eldung aoyouo( ¥ |[[SUUOIN uelky oJaueNn) 009
‘0D lonbiq 'soag Aiea
R — i b _ o QLY (ARG O4LSVD
o i 61 '6€6} ‘BIOUS[BA GO 0161 ‘BloUB[eA 569
CuENYE.O WM 3 3 ueky B 9sION Y™ | | 03 hoImoID T
SR NNTR I P T e Emhhsh_h:%wﬁ_:ﬁ%.% i B uoissiN 1807 3 e 1S ULl 5 a
jusuLIdu| oyed gy isHolg s.ono0 /w BN ‘WAL YEVE m m
UOISSIN Z90T o o Iwo_tmm |elaung s,uebbng S
STLS PR 8 191 - 1608 310}S 20ys ulod uuis Ol Lo L e sai0/0Q & A\
=] swecIey 1S ULl Y9l L1oe l1omseT ® Assauybneys,o uoissip L
Lyepadg ' yro g, [rasung 5 isuoj4|uoiun BI0US[EA 3 Ui0 | 1S U9l 2D
2 Yol ¥0-300€ 10lied pleljg-qnd - R
OOSLINYHA NVS $192015 NIGSaN ® A0DoIN l*.ﬂw_.mw%mwrﬁmm
AW J040] 1S 419 1-0863 -/‘05_,55985
piad o 1S W9l 1s1o|d-8y) mapauag Iud — anyouo(q % uaaiy ‘uefy 9261 1S 19BN 22T
h uu? uMox [SRERIQHCICE0e TR ar UBAI|ING "TANYUY
S)SIMY |elold Apauud)y ® umoig lleH etulaqiy mw -
IS Yigl 090€ 0161 ‘BIOUSIEA GhYr = 18 UGl
lq..ll_w._.!a_ .ﬂ_.H“_ oa] inz uleg Jed j93.1S|14e|N uabey sawer m
1ikd @3 #[y 20} afiwc] 0o J3pIQ ON TR ot eube) aey £
BU0EER) |V 0] sRMOL] 1S UGl *i[40UU0),0 'O°f sjodey) [eLIoWa
_L-___sn -_.___lqun_:...: _n!.___..n;inm !uahu;:_ ) SHIOM [RIUBWINUO coww_ﬂ‘m%m_ TR _ 92IIeS [etound 03SPUEL] UES
i i MIOM e} I uoIssIN TR (65 1S Gl
UoISSIIN 988 | m doys uiyod
eH Y2sao, &
11eH Y .| % © g
1S Wl = o 9
©IoU3[eA 603-G0G m sired UOIULD W e ’ b
EIPE| a|qels aloqn I9)9WeY 8SAUIYD
s el D Aizjows 2 Yled .w_hoBoE umer] ssaidhy
1S uoIs|Al el 1owiag e ]
ISIN@ 1S Uk @ sso19 AloH \cﬁwEmo ume|uddIn
%@ Aisjewa) Ayuisia JO m____“.  ,VINT0D
27 Kispawag a9ead 0 Swioy \. fisyowag umejpoo
w  Ksppwa) ueiqias \ Risypwiag ueley
| ,,
" £ | MEd |BUOWS wWales K19y9Wwa) asaueder
N\NW\ | Yded [eLows 1BMIO \

ALID ATVd

—uieqied ¥ ,
N > Ay \
»O%Vmao_._mc‘_ocx_w...,.J,
9

ALD

9089 JO SWOoH |
Ayuier3 Jo sjiiH |

oluosep |
7 -~ SMOJI34 PPO ,
S——uiejunop suo

>._m>_m0\
i oaner



